
A Season of Thanksgiving 

to pray ñwith thanksgiving.ò (from 
Philippians 4:6), thanking our Lord 
even before we get our answer, be-
cause we know that our God looks 
after us and works for our good no 
matter what. This in turn helps us to 
continue ñrejoicing in the Lord al-
ways.ò  Thus, thanksgiving is a 
great attitude adjustment. We can 
never be joyful or happy unless we 
are thankful.  

So, may we enter Godôs gates with 
thanksgiving in the coming weeks, 
so that we might celebrate in his 
courts with praise! May God give 
you a rich and blessed Thanksgiv-
ing Day! 
 
In His Grip,  

Chris 

 

 For These We Give Thanks A Message from the Senior Pastor 

Dear Friends, 

Enter his gates with thanksgiv-
ing; go into his courts with 
praise.  Give thanks to him and 
praise his name.      Psalm 100:4 

 

On this Thanksgiving Day, we 
Americans are encouraged to 
pause and give thanks to God. 
In his Thanksgiving Proclama-
tion of 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln wrote: ñThe year that is 
drawing toward its close has 
been filled with the blessings of 
fruitful fields and healthful skies. 
To these bounties, which are so 
constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from 
which they come, others have 
been added which are of so ex-
traordinary a nature that they 
cannot fail to penetrate and sof-
ten even the heart which is ha-
bitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty 
God.ò  

President Lincoln wrote these 
words in a very dark time of our 
history. In 1863, the war was not 
going well. Yet, in the midst of 
such a challenging time, Presi-
dent Lincoln called upon Ameri-
cans to remember the richness 
of Godôs blessings and to be 
thankful. 

So it should be with us. The last 
two years have been especially 

difficult for our nation and this after 
almost a decade of being at war. 
Many in our church are hurting eco-
nomically and as a church we have 
had many challenges. So, we need 
to hear the encouragement of Abra-
ham Lincoln again. In spite of our 
challenges and setbacks, we have 
been richly blessed by God in this 
country, in our church and in our 
lives. Thanksgiving is due just as 
much today as it was in 1863 and 
perhaps much more. 

When we give thanks, we bring to 
mind Godôs gifts to us. This, in turn, 
reminds us of Godôs grace. We 
think, not just of what God has 
done, but also of who God is. 
Though there is no rule saying that 
thanksgiving must come before 
praise, it is a helpful practice. 
Thanksgiving 
is a point of 
entry to 
praise. In the 
language of 
Psalm 100, 
we enter 
Godôs gates 
with thanks-
giving, so that 
we might go 
into his courts 
with praise. 
Paul says 
something 
very similar 
when he en-
courages us 
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S H O R T / L O N G  R A N G E  C O MM I T T E E  G I V E  T H A N K S 

The Short/Long Range Study Committee has completed its assignment.  A preliminary Strategic Plan and 
associated Action Goals were proposed to Session on August 24 and the Congregation on September 
26.  Town Hall/Feedback Sessions were held on October 10 and 17.  I wish to thank most sincerely the 
twenty-five members who devoted so much time, thought and prayerful consideration to the future of Faith 
Church in 14 meetings over eight months:   

Í Spiritual Nourishment -- *Marilyn Martin, John OôKeefe, Wendy Beard, Jean Stillwell 

Í External Demographics -- *Cristina Earley, Boyd Wasson 

Í Internal Church Membership -- *Gary Hemphill, David Hurrell; Nancy Coughlin, Gene Martin 

Í Finance -- *Tim Raymond, Michael Tenney, Linda Draves 

Í Facilities and Property -- *John Vogel, Steve Hansen, Steve Joseph 

Í Staffing/Personnel -- *Carol Shanholtzer, Eric/Charlotte Swanson, Rick Len 

Í Program Focus -- *Sandy Brandt, Betty Swanson, Esther Rupp, Marsha Muir 

Í Lunch Coordinator -- Mary Anne Draayer 

Í Associate Chair -- Sue Larson 

Í Staff Resources -- Pastors Chris Carlson and Buck Day, Rick Reed, Rhonda Amon, Margaret 

Bauer and Joyce Weaver 

* = Sub-committee Chair 

Committee members modeled their love for the Lord: meditation, prayer, serious study, creative thinking and 
depth of thought, candor, listening ears and consensus building.   

In deep appreciation and love, Don Draayer, Chair 

C O N T E N T S Faith In Action  

Margaret Bauer                               

Office Manager /    

Publications 

Communications ~ 

Rick Reed, Sue Lar-

son, Dave Rodgers, 

JoEllen Radermacher, 

Joyce Weaver 

F O R  T H E S E  W E  G I V E  

T H A N K S 

2 - 4  

A D U L T  E N R I C H M E N T 5  

F A I T H  M I N I S T R I E S 6 - 7  

S P I R I T U A L  G I F T S  A N D  

P R A Y E R 

8 - 9  

M U S I C  &  W O R S H I P   1 0  

F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S 1 1 - 1 3  

F A I T H  M E M B E R S  &  

F R I E N D S 

1 4 - 1 5  

C A L E N D A R B A C K 

  

  

  

 

 For These We Give Thanks . . . 

DECEMBER Faith in Action Deadline!    
 

The December FIA deadline is  
NOVEMBER 1, 2010 for any news.   

Email articles to Margaret at  
margaret@faithpres.org  
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Life changingé.. 

World Changingé.. 

In Jesus Name 

 

People look at me funny when 
they learn that I am willing to take 
on Stewardship in an aging church 
with significant financial chal-
lenges.  They seem to be asking, 
ñWhy, John OôKeefe, would you do 
that?ò  I want to explain why I am 
compelled to help this church at 
this time.  It is all about the hope 
that comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Christ Firsté.The Cross 

Christ gave it all for us.   What 
other response is there than to 
faithfully follow?   I am fully aware 
of my shortcomingsé.my sinful 
nature.   In spite of my sin, Christ 
loved me enough to die for me 
and my sins.  I cannot forget that.  
It is permanently etched in my 
consciousness.  My life does not 
work without Christ.  There are 
many others right here in our 
towns that need to hear that Good 
News.  If we do not share it, who 
will?    

 

Blessing Upon Blessing 

God is absolutely purposeful.  If I, 
in any way, grow to feel responsi-
ble for my ñsuccess,ò I miss an es-
sential point.  Here in America we 
worship the idea of the self-made 
man.   We adulate ordinary people 
with extraordinary blessings.  Ce-

lebrity here is cheap.   Daily, I 
must remind myself to be grateful 
for my blessings and recognize 
they all come from God.   

 

Being born in America is like win-
ning the Powerball lottery.   Being 
born American is less than a 4% 
chance.    96 out of 100 babies 
born today will be born outside of 
the US, most in the poorest coun-
tries.  I am college educated.  Liv-
ing in the Hopkins/ Minnetonka 
area qualifies us for the top 1% or 
so for affluence world-wide.  Hav-
ing a home we own, food on the 
table every day, money in the 
bank and ñexcessò to invest in 
hobbies are extraordinary by 
world standards.  Can we claim 
responsibility for our good for-
tune? 

 

Godôs Purpose 

So, if we can accept that God is 
completely purposeful, then why 
did he place us here and now?  
Why do we have these blessings 
and not someone else?   Why 
were we not born in Calcutta, 
India?   

 

In every church that I have ever 
attended some people complain 
that ñThe church is always ask-
ing for money.ò   I am surprised 
that people are surprised that a 
church needs money to operate.  
Everything takes money.  It is 
our attitude about money that 
matters.  Most of us give out of 
our excess, if we do give.  That 
is part of these economic times.     

 

(Continued on page 4)  
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