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CHRISTMAS 5 s :

Candlelight Services December 24th

3:30 pm Traditional Family Service
5:00 pm Traditional Family Service

11:00 pm Contemporary Vespers Service
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Vision and Values

The Vision and Values of
Faith Church
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December & Januar g ~
y RENEWING FAITIHWHA TGOS HAPPENEDQ?
February & March Cal
Youth Ministries ................... 10 -11 |l tds been approximately six 1pon
_ ORenewing Faith. 6 So, whatods |]ha
Parents Morning OuUt e gther reports or initiatives? Have we forgotten it?
Sponsor A Chil dééeéé¢g
Ministry Spotlight on Angel Tree....14 Wel |l , no it hasndt been forgqtt
_ before our eyes. Many of the activities and events of Faith Churgh
At the Well, Seniorslcame about due to ORenewing Hfai
66666666666, . . . & ¢ |called by that name.
Faith Presbyterian Church For example, did you know that ther8Tuesday is a part of our
ORenewing Faitho efforts? Or | t
(952) 935-4481 people attending) oOorenewsdé o{r
tions Committee has developed a communications strategy. The
R wd e A Volunteer Coordinator is signing people up for everything from
BN L ASRISIRNOn g FSIERIENS Riiiee 23 assisting in the office to helping with youth programs. We have
Sk G s g L L I also started an Ambassador program for communicating with
Student Ministry Associate  Kevin Boyle, x 22 f li Th Iv the bedinni
Youth Worship Associate Leah Appleton, x 12 young families. ese are only the beginning.
Chil drends Mi nloasnaBachmam,sxdx i at
e g L S Plans are being set for more activities and events for 2012. In
Church Business AdministratoRick Reed, x 20 . .
Accountant Rhonda Amon, x 11 tr !’jt h ! ever yt hi ng We do at F? It
Faith.o But renewing faith is
A S b It should be the way we conduct ourselves every day whether wp
Prayer Chain shalt @i ar e |n_the ochurcho or_not. Kee
renew your faith and help someone else renew theirs.
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A Message from Pastor Buck

5Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as Wimaking the most of the time, because the
days are evil'’ So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lofd % not get drunk with wine,

for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spifias you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hé3gising thanks to God the Father at all

times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus CBpkesians 3:120

The Christmas season is upon us, and may | be the first to wish you a blessed Christmas and a fantastic New Year! T
scripture is not your typical Christmas reading, however as | was reflecting on it a thought began to develop that woul
60S 3A22R (G2 NBTFTtSOG 2y KSIFIRAy3 Ayili2 GKAA K2fARIF& &Sl a
today: Iran moving closer to nuclear capabilities, the world monetary system looking more fragile each day, and sex

abuse allegations against those we thought were respected leaders. That is all to say that the days are evil, and our v
seems to be continuing to deteriorate. It is enough to make all of us want to crawl into a hole and not come out. But P
tells us to remember that God is at work even when it seems like evil has overcome the world. He says to remember \
you are, a child of God, loved and watched over. He tells us to worship God and give thanks. Give thanks! Give thank

Giving thanks allows us to refocus on the things that matter, the things of God. God is at work in our lives, in ouy famil
and in our church. We are to have a grateful heart for all he has done for us. So how has God blessed you this year?
Personally, relationally, emotionally, spiritually?

Personally, | am grateful that our son has made a career transition to being a teacher, and he is finding new joy as a r
sult. | am grateful that God has provided a way for me to serve Faith in an on going manner. As | look at Faith and wh
has transpired this last year, | am humbled with unending gratitude to our God. He has given us a path forward with R
newing Faith, and He has helped us make the transition after ISLA left. Many of you are getting more involved in mini:
by volunteering. We are looking for new ways to invite others to Faith and its activities. In short, God is moving in our
midst, and there is new energy and excitement at Faith. | am very thankful for what God is doing at Faith.

There is one more reason we should be grateful this Christmas season, and that is the birth of Jesus. Jesus Christ lef
heaven to become human, to live the perfect life and die the death that each of us deserve. All so we can become chi
RNBY 2F D2RX F2NJ OKFG A& oKFEG 29 ' wWOH M W2KYy oYm 28§
ale @2dz YR @2dz2NJ FFrYAfte& OStSoNIGS D2RQa 3IATEH (2 dza ¢
Joy to the world the Lord HAS come!
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Serving Inside the Church

Highlight your

: .

,io‘iFalth ministry in the
\ Wl \cx( issue of

Faith in Action

Celebrating 125 years

Quarterly Publication Dates:
Spring Edition 2/26/2012
Summer Edition 5/27/2012
Fall Edition 8/26/2012
Winter Edition 11/xx/2012

Read FIA on line
www.faithpres.org

Dear Friends of Faith,

Thank you so much for your prayers,
many cards, and food contributions All are
appreciated so much! | have been very blessed
by so many friends and family during my
recovery from my back injury.

God Bless, Jean McFarlin

1887— 2012 Join us in 2012 as

we celebrate 125
years of worship,
discipleship and

service!

Second Halfers to host
An Evening in December

avEVENING N

+DECEMBER

SUNDAY

7:00PM DEC.4‘TH

Second Halfers will once again be hosting a

reception foll owing @
the annual Christmas concert. Thanks to every-
one providing bars and helping with the
reception, and to Barb Barth and Betty Swansor
for coordinating the work!

Following the Annual Fall Potluck and Planning
evening in October, the 2012 Planning Council
was formed. The new council includes Mardell
Sluka, Jim and Mary Erickson (@dhairs), and
members, Annette Greer, Carolyn Larsen, Barb
and Gordy Aumann and Joan Cooksey.

Sue Larson provides communications support.

We will begin our new year on
Sunday, January 22, 2012 with
OA Mighty Fortress
The Plymouth Playhouse in Plymouth, MN.

All who selfdeclare as being in the second half
of life are welcome to join the furd there is NO

age minimum or maximum!



http://plymouthplayhouse.com/html/tickets_CBL4.html
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Fellowship & Friends of Faith |

CIrAOKQa FdzidzNBE Aa Ay @2dzNJ KI VR&aH

Fellowship of Presbyterians Discussion
January 8 and January 15 9:00 am, Room 120

Come and find out how changes in the denomination are causing us to
consider what our future will look like and how we operate as a church. THE

This is an opportunity to hear about, consider, and understand why we Fe l lOWS h | p

need to think about how we do church in the future. On Sunday, Janue OF PRESBYTERIANS

8 and Sunday, January 15 at 9:00 am, join Pastor Buck as we discuss

the Fellowship of Presbyterians, and how we got to the place where we

need to consider some of the options the fellowship is presenting to us. Our time together will include
learning about what is currently happening, a look at some possible responses, and how we find ourselves a
this place in history. It will be an informative and important discussion. Plan to attend.

D2RQa 9O0SNERIFIE& DATGA

l dzZ3dza GAYS 6NRBUOSS ahdz2NJ [ 2NRQa YANIOftS Ay (dzNyAy3
know that it is God who did it. At the wedding that day he made wine in the six waterpots he had had

filled with water; but he does the same thing every year in the vines. The servants put the water in the

jugs, and he turned it into wine. In just the same way the Lord turns into wine the water that the clouds
RNRLJ hyfeée GKIFIG R2Sa y24 FYIFITS dzaxz 0SOldzasS AlG KI
LY F AAYATIFINI OSAY DoOYDP / KSAGSNI2y 20aSNIBSRX a/ KA
stockings gifts of toys or sweets. Could | not be grateful to Santa Claus when he put in my stockings

GKS 3IAFO 2F G662 YANF Odzf 2dza f S3aKé

How easy it is to take for granted the amazing gifts that God gives

G2 dza SI OK Rl &od WEYSEd nYH NBIRa:Z
R2 y2i0 a1l D2R®é 52S3& 2dzNJ LINI & SNJI
NBEOSAO®S S@PSy Y2NB 2F D2RQa of Saaa

requests to God through the prayer chain (Carol-888-4303
shanh@mac.com), by praying with others at Faith at 6:30 pm many
Wednesdays (contact Barb Tenney for exact dates) and by all of us
praying the requests that Pastor Buck lists on our church website
www.faithpres.org.
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Beyond Us

J Beyond
‘ e 1‘]“ sou
support a ministry with funds, andsupport to some local ministries
al@gosS @2dz2Q@S v 2 sométiRourivéluntéering.Sit is may be strong, without being
have a new name for our more likely that we will provide financial support. We may support
missions program. We are callingfihancial support to international it with our hands, by volunteering.
BeyondUs = Ay 2 NRS Ninidtdes arid vpléhtedr Support
more clear what this program is allo local agencies. When we pick Currently, we support Urban
about. Often there is a lack of clarihe groups to support, we use theHomeworks as our local ministry,
Ge Fra G2 e¢6KI G afdlibwing iritegails theYndistyy & and we are
We want everyone to understand Jesuscentered? Is there a way to considering a
it is not about supporting needs atparticipate in the ministry? Is it  ministry run by
Faith, rather organizations and  providing the right kinds of a Daystar
needs outside of Faith Church. support? Is it financially sound? University \
graduate as ou
Making decisions on what In recent weeks we have looked anternational ‘
ministries to support is a difficult missions activity through the lens ministry.
process. One of the first issues wef the book,When Helping Hurts NSTAR 4, We had hoped to
face, on theBeyond USeamis  In it, the authors Fikkert and Q' ¥ introduce William
how to balance local and Corbett distinguish between relief ¢ : and Grace Eyika
international ministries. We often rehabilitation and development. % = to you in October.
RA&aOdzza ¢KLI G A&These aretheftypical catégories %, " & e to a visa hold
WE20LtQ AT Al AdKhdhyyYbhaR2yaw "-'l/\»u\-\\'*\?‘L lup Re-wiagnat A y (0 2

~a

local category, we try to balance Different needs call for different given permission
between metrowide ministries  types of support. The ministries wi come to the US. He is reapply-
and HopkingMlinnetonka support cover all three categoriesjng and hopefully we will be able

ministries. Jesus told his disciplesbut for longterm support we find to meet William soon.

G2 0SS 6AlGYSaasS awelage ingivédzBviaid Bevelop-

Samaria and to the ends of the ment. The Beyond Us Team.

SIENIKQd 2SS (iNB G2 1SSLI GKIFIG Ay

mind, balancing local and interna-Overall, we support one local and

tional ministries. one international ministry with the Join us on facebook
majority of our resources. Howev-

Being witnesses is not easy. Hower, we will continue to financially

do we do that? With money, with support other ministries to a lesser

our hands, or with prayers? All of degree. Keep in mind that our

them! In some cases, we will

facebook
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Ministry Spotlight

| T6S BAG TI ME! ! LOAVES & FISHES

A big THANK YOU to every-
one who served with Loaves &
Fishes this year. It took many
helpers to make this mission
project a success. Every job
was importard you all did
wonderful work!

Hebrews13:3 Remember those in prison as if you were
their fellow prisoners and those who are mistreated as if
you yourselves were suffering.

This is the seventh year of our partner- 4 p
ship with Midwest Challenge in Which///_i_‘%"g?, ﬂj;ﬁu;”f’i;"‘
. V- IVE BL1N Oy
we provide Welcome Home Bags to @777/
men returning from prison, choosing to U1/
live in a safe environment while they
rebuild their lives and relationships
through Jesus Christ. This partnership became even moye
evident this past year as MWC provided pastoral help for
Buck during our pastor transition. In addition, several
men from MWC have helped Faith Church on our work

Tuesdays on several occasions.

This year the Menos Ministrvy wi | | provide
Home Bags and invites the congregation to join us in this e will not serve'a meal in
project by donating $60 (or more) or components for the|] ~December, our date falls on a
bags. The bags consist of a towel, wash cloth, socks, holiday for the Loaves &

watch, toiletries and a Bible in a duffel bag. Additional Fishes staff.
i nformation is at the Menlds Ministry tabl e
in this project that will impact many lives. Checks for this -
project can be made to Faith Church with Midwest Our serving dgtes for
: . 2012 are:
Challenge in the memo line.
February 27
April 23
June 25
August 27
Remember October 22

ICA this

hri So mark your calendars now to
Christmas share in this meaningful

oUV)Y
|'Y00BSHE“: season! mission project.

Jean Bloden 7
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Mark:.Your Calendar with-Upcoming Events

December 2011

Mon Tue
1 2 . -~
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January 2012
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ngel+tree&view=detail&id=A31B61B161F1430DF31900A34921F3B362E3F649&first=0&qpvt=ngel+tree&FORM=IDFRIR
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Family Ministries

Why Do Youth Retreats? and forcing them to rely on God, ~ Josh McDowell published a book
_ which in turn helps them to be that states about 75% of teenagers
By Kevin Boyle receptive to spiritual truths. When become Christians at a camp or on
We live in a time when there are students go away for a weekend a retreat.

never enough hours in a day, and (or even longer, in the case of a
pay checks stretch less and less to & :
make ends meet. With higher
demands on your time for work,

The second reason | believe

youth retreats are important is

they are often part of life defining
moments. Life defining sounds a
Oi AEAT Al OAOh EE i ot likedife changing, but | believe
music groups, being together asa @ -y there is a difference. Life changing
AAT ET Uh AOA8 A0 P TN SRR me e O vDutl be when someone accepts
home values, increasing property : .- T Christ as their Lord and Savior, and
taxes, the constant threat of down- # w57+ life defining moments are when
OEUET ¢ T O x1 OE AGE LA tudents decide to live for Christ,
be hard to justify extra church : or receive a call to something. |
activities outside of the normal remember when | had my first life
youth programming. defining moment. It was on a sum-
mer mission trip to Saltillo, Mexico.
: - S s : o | had become a believer in Christ at
into why | believe youth retreats === R mb Castaway. but | was not
AOA OEOGAI Oi A OOOAA]I 650 ODEOEocﬁElgET L EBEGE
growth. There are many reasons Mission trip), it allows them to see ET T x S EAG OEAO A
why | believe retreats need to be a how leaders and other students until coing on mv first mission
priority for students 18 and under live for Christ in all areas of their q going th Hy v Soirit F;

j OEAUGOA EI BT 0O Alfe@nd it jost dirin@iivanourso 1210 AHRY the Holy Spiit convic
but | am going to focus on five  on Sunday night. My own life has ¢ &t Worship night under the

reasons. been deeply impacted by different srt]arsl gvertljoodkllng th;: (a'ty of Ssltmo
retreats and mission trips that | that | decided | needed to make

have gone on. | gave my life to changes in my life. That was a life

The first reason is the life change Christ at Castaway Camp the defining moment.

that typically comes from youth summer before 9" Grade. That was The third reason | believe youth
retreats. | think this has to do with the first youth retreat | went on, retreats are important is because
getting students out of their typical and it had eternal results. of spiritual growth. A retreat or
mission trip provides students
with many opportunities to grow
in their faith because of the focus
that is put on spiritual things.
Students have the opportunity to

| want to give you some insight

e

necessarily feel comfortable

talking about at school or home.
They are in an environment where
OEAUGOA AT AT OOACA
times with God. It is a chance for
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them to hear different speaking The fifth reason | believe youth each other rather than sit in
styles and perspectives. The way retreats are so important is awkward silence.

a certain speaker can say some- because of the community that is

thing or explains something might formed at those events. Friend- ==

resonate with a student in a way ships are formed and tightened \
they have not heard before, from over shared experiences togethel -
me or other leaders. | know we have many students
xEl AT 180 MEAAI
others in the church. The best %
way for community to form is by &8
being involved and attending
youth events and retreats. This

students, because students equat(!fllhs.’o 'S t_rtl;]et:]or folrmltng relatc;on-_d
youth group, the congregation, > Ps With the volunteerand pal

and church to God. If church and | A A AAOOB )1 A U ?‘H%r%?hg gi\%g)))ougrr%fbé Ioflar‘E ¢
youth group are boring and not at F‘ﬂ?"th’. we me_et about 35 times. idea of why we offer so many
e Multiplying 35 tilmes by 2 hoursz retreats to students and families
even_less_ for Lighthouse anc_l Kldzthat are already too busy and
of Faith, is 70 hogrs spent with struggling to get by financially. It
leaders and learning about is important to provide the best

zplrltual things. Tfhe EAEA opportunities for your students,
etaway retreat for Focus Al A xA AAI 60 A& OCA
students doubles that time, with development as well. In 2004

! ;)vertzz h(_)rl;rst c.’f tlme_slp?nt Barna Group released the signifi-
el ogether. 1hat s crucial ime cant statistic that 78% of Chris-

The fourth reason | believe
youth retreats are important is
the fun students can have! Youth
ministry has a responsibility to
provide a fun environment for

AOT h OEAT OEA O Q& que%eq]we%w@@f) é\ Aighs accept Christ before their

uria re "21SAEOOEAAU8 T7A ATl
students to be too busy to miss
the good news of Jesus Christ, and
the life He has planned for them.

ationships. There is not
ing better for building community
than long van rides where stu-
dents are forced to go out of their
comfort zones and interact with

tive of God is that He is boring
and against fun also. Students
need to see that God is not boring
In fact, God is the one who
created the idea of fun. Providing
places where students can shoOt g
each other with paintball guns, fly s
down a zip line, speed down a hill
on a tube, play demolition ball, sit
in giant hot tubs, play fun games,
sing songs, joke around, or eat
great food is an important
responsibility of parents,
congregations, and staff as we ars
discipling the youth of our church.
We cannot represent a boring,
unimaginative, lame God, but
rather a God of fun, joy and
surprises.
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Parents Night Out

and nowéeé

Saturday Morning
Out, Too!

Need a night or morning out without kids? Parents Night
Out or Saturday Morning Out happens once monthly on
one Fridayor one Saturday each month. This is open for
parents with children six months of age up to fourth
grade. The morning or evening will include activities that
are geared to each age group, such as crafts, story time,
free play, gym and/or park time, along with games.

Times: Friday 5:3@ 9:30 pmor
Saturday 10:00 aé 2:00 pm

Friday dates January 13, March 9, May 11
Saturday dates:December 10, February 11, April 14

Website: Check out our church website
www.faithpres.ordor registration forms and more

information. For PNO and SMO questions or to sign up,
please contact Kathy (983354481 x 11,
kathy@faithpres.org).

12

Parents Morning Out

PMO is a strong program

bridging childcare and pre- "'.%
school for c¢h N\ /) i
&

open to the community!

Our program is for six month
through 5 years old. (Please
note we accept children that are in afternoon Kinder-
garten). Our program offers music, gym, crafts, snack,
Christian themes and story time. Even our

BRI 10

infant/toddler classes enjoy music and gym! PMO is
staffed with loving adults who enjoy teaching and
interacting with children.

We have openings now for our
Fall 2011 - 2012 school year!
Who: Children 6 months 5 years (by Sept. 1)
When: Wednesday Mornings, 9:15 ami2:15 pm
Extended Stay:Lunch Bunch until 2:00 pm
Fee: $65/ month 6 months old 2 yrs. classes
$60 / month 2-3 yrs. classes

$55 / month 3-5 yrs. classes



