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rief is a funny thing.  It is a weird mixture of sad-
ness and hope.  Let me explain. When a loved 

one dies, we all ache with sadness at the loss, knowing 
they will no longer be around and in our lives. Yet we 
know that in Christ, they are in a much better place, 
living in God’s presence.  So you have hope for them 
and we can look forward to the future making the 
most of each day. It usually takes time to move 
through the sadness and get to hope for the future. 
 
I am in grief right now.  In fact I have been grieving for 
the last six months. You now know the staff reductions 
that session approved.  I have been dreading the 
month of June since the beginning of the year. Even 
though I didn’t know the details until we worked 
through them with your capable leaders and myself, I 
knew the general nature of our cutbacks, big staff re-
ductions and cuts to programs. I tried to communicate 
that to you in as many ways as I could and in as many 
venues as I could to hopefully help soften the pain that 
was to come.  When we worked down to our final op-
tions, there were no good ones and all of them would 
hurt -- for our staff, for us as the church, and for me as 
well. I hurt for what this will mean for Denny, Marga-
ret, Scott, Stephen and Joyce too. I wish we did not 
have to make these cuts, but we do; and we tried to 
do the best we could for God and for you.  But the loss 
is still there and it feels like a death.  So we grieve; we 
grieve for our friends who were our partners in minis-
try and who will no longer be there. I know you are 
grieving as well. 
 
But the hope side of grief is also still here for us. There 
are new ways of living and thinking about how life 

 

G goes forward when a loved one dies. So it needs to be 
for us as well. We are entering into a new time for 
Faith. A time when each of us will be asked to carry a 
larger piece of responsibility for our life together. 
With less staff, we will need more volunteers to help 
our programs continue to grow. That also means we 
are going to need your leadership, vision and involve-
ment more than ever.  Working together we can 
make this happen. We will need your help to teach, 
run small groups, produce documents in the office 
and even help clean, repair, and paint the building. 
Everyone has gifts that can be used to help Faith 
move forward.  
 
Some of our older members who cannot do a lot of 
these things, can do one of the most important things 
-- pray.  Pray for Faith Church. To that end, I will be 
listing on our website and in the bulletin monthly 
prayers for Faith so we can lift up our church.  All of 
this can only happen as we ask God to be in the mid-
dle of it all.   
 
So we come back to hope again. As we serve each 
other and Faith, something wonderful will happen.  
We will grow in our faith in God, love for each other 
and the world, and increase our hope for the future.  
So I invite you to embrace your grief knowing that in 
the end there is hope.  Let’s work together moving 
towards hope, knowing we have God and each other 
on this road we walk. For the glory of God and the 
growth of Faith - join me! 
 
 
 

 

V O L U M E  6 ,  S E R I E S  X V  S U M M E R  2 0 1 1  
N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  F A I T H  C H U R C H  O F  M I N N E T O N K A ,  M N  

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I might have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

2. 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road. 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 

3. 
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the night time of your fear. 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

A Message from Pastor Buck 
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Easter Prayer Warriors 
 
Pastor Buck wants to hear the stories of your prayer experience from 
our Easter prayer campaign. How did your prayer experience help 
your spiritual life, or answer prayers, or even things you learned about 
God or yourself as you prayed.  We will be sharing some of them in 
worship on July 31st. Talk to Buck or send him your thoughts at 
buck@faithpres.org 
 
 

Renewing Faith  
 
After a period of gathering information, learning, planning and prayer, 
“Renewing Faith” is underway! The objectives and strategies devel-
oped for Phase 1 were shared on May 8, and many of you signed up 
on May 15 to assist with specific tasks.  Thank you!   You will be con-
tacted by the task leader regarding how to proceed.   
 
Initially, we will be concentrating on reaching out to young families 
and youth, increasing volunteer participation, connecting people with-
in the church in various ways and new people with our congregation.  
We also aim to increase the use of our facility consistent with our mis-
sion and develop a communications strategy.  All of these efforts must 
and will be undergirded with prayer.   
 
This is an important beginning and we are thankful for those who 
have already come forward to be involved.  For maximum success, 
this effort must be broad-based with “all hands on deck”.  If you have 
not already volunteered, please consider how God is calling you to 
help.  He has blessed every one of us with unique and useful gifts, but 
WE must put them to use!  If you have questions or want to sign up to 
help, contact a Session member, Pastor Buck, or the church office.  
Watch the Sunday bulletin for new volunteer opportunities each 
week, and stop by the Volunteer table in the Information Hallway for 
the latest ways you can help.  
 
With God’s direction and help, Faith Church is being renewed, looking 
to a future He has in store for us.  Be part of it!   

 

 Notes  
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My dear Faith Family,  
 
I would like to thank each and every one of you personally, for welcoming me into Faith Church these past 
five years.  I was very blessed to have worked for your community, helping in any way that I was able, to be 
as Jesus was to others.  I can only hope and pray that I made a small difference in your lives and in your faith.  
We are all on our own faith journey in life, but together, Faith can and will make a difference in this commu-
nity and beyond, in His Name.  I will continue to keep you in my daily prayers as you seek to strengthen and 
renew Faith.  
 
May God bless you always, in all ways,  
Margaret Bauer, Faith Church 2006-2011  

Have you seen images like 

this around?   

This one appears on the letters Faith has been sending 

to new residents.  It’s not a black and white puzzle.  It’s 

a smart phone link to the Faith Church invitation video.  

The image is called a QR code and works something like 

a bar code.  If you have a smart phone, you can down-

load the reader for these codes at gettag.mobi  

 

Once you have a reader, simply place your phone over 

the image and you are automatically linked to our vid-

eo.   

 

If you don’t have a smart phone, ask someone who does 

to show you how it works.  You’ll have a perfect oppor-

tunity to share your “Faith”, Faith Church that is, at the 

same time.   

 

You can also view the video on the home page of 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Stephanie Friant 

to Faith Church’s staff 

Stephanie Friant joined our staff in June as 

our Senior Adult Visitation staff member.  

She is working 10 hours a week visiting our 

homebound and care center members and 

helping as a backup for pastoral care with 

Pastor Buck.  She is married to husband Nick 

and has two young children, Mason and 

Clara.   

http://www.faithpres.org/contact-us/staff/stephanie-friant/


 

 

 

  Church Growth 
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New Resident Mailing Pilot Project Results  

The new resident mailing pilot has concluded.  On 

the 1st day of February, March, and April, new resi-

dents from the previous month in the cities of Min-

netonka, Hopkins, and St. Louis Park were sent a 

Welcome Letter, a front and back sheet of testimo-

nials from our church members, an informational 

bookmark, and a map.  Another mailing was sent 

three weeks later to the same people that included 

a follow-up letter and an attractive informative 

church brochure.  The mailings in the final month 

also included the city of Eden Prairie.   

 

In total, 997 mailings went out to 478 new residents 

who lived in apartments, private homes, townhous-

es, etc.  Each envelope was hand addressed, as was 

the salutation and closing signature on the letters.  

The intent was to keep everything as warm and per-

sonable as possible.  For newcomers with 

SmartPhones, an ICON was included on the letter, 

which with the click of the phone camera would 

bring up a U-Tube video about Faith Church.   

 

Many hands and hours were spent by the following 

committee members : Ashley Raymond, Boyd Was-

son, Joyce Weaver, Lani Pickard, Vernon Benson, 

Charlotte Swanson, Cristina Earley, Bob Knutson, 

Dean Halverson, and Don Draayer, Chair.  This was a 

labor intensive project.   

 

The budget for this project was $1,000 which was 

slightly overspent; however, committee members 

made up the shortfall.  Deep appreciation is extend-

ed to all church members for the budgetary support 

and to the committee members who contributed 

many, many of hours of labor.   

 

Names on the visitors’ sign-up pads, week by week, 

were matched against names on the mailing lists; 

unfortunately, no match-ups were found.  The com-

mittee was scheduled to meet on May 15th to con-

sider recommendations to Session : a) a bust, end 

this venue of contact; b) change content of any fu-

ture mailings; c) reduce future mailings to zip codes 

closest to church; d) good effort, but expend out-

reach resources in other ways; or e) other.  

 

 

 

This is the bottom line : current church members, 

who invite new people to Faith Church, remains the 

best way to disciple, grow our membership, and 

expand our Christian fellowship!   

 

 

 Worship and Music    
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Worship in the Park -  July 31 st 10:00 a.m.  
 
We will be having our worship service in Downtown Park in Hopkins on July 31st at 
10:00 a.m. It will be a regular worship service only outside in downtown Hopkins. 
Bring your lawn chair and sun glasses.  We have ordered perfect weather for that 
day! If our order doesn’t get filled, we will meet in the Sanctuary as usual.  

Thanks to all of you who supported the Faith Community Theater’s production of The Sound of Music. When I look 

at all of the goals we set for this production and what we hoped to accomplish through it, I cannot say anything ex-

cept…Praise The Lord!!! 

Not only was this production wonderfully performed but many new friends were made and potential Faith at-

tendees and choir members gained. On top of all of that, because of your loving support of this production I can say 

we financially broke even and it paid for itself. 

Thanks also, to the deacons who made those of us in the production so proud as you graciously and kindly wel-

comed so many visitors to our church building. I had many comments from people outside of our church family 

who spoke very highly of the reception they were given.  

Thank you all so much! 

In Him, 

Steve  Zehr 

The Sound  

of 

Music !   
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 Buildings & Grounds  

OK - maybe I was 
a little over the 
top in last month’s 
issue.  So I offer 
my apology (on 
advice of counsel) 
to Mike & Steve.  
Also, the sign of 
May’s Faith In Ac-

tion hanging by a rope from a tree limb might be a 
sign.  Mike, I am sure you have very solid financial 
principles that are in no way related to your golf 
game.  That said, no one will ever question your 
handicap after seeing you hit your drive off the 
first tee.  Steve, the “Lord thing” was a little tacky.  
In hind site we all should thank you for the great 
PR job you do.  Houston/Apollo - what is that white 
object we see in the middle of North America? 
Apollo/Houston - we believe it is the roof on Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Minnetonka, Minnesota.  
 

Meet & Greet  

 Joseph, Steve  

 Reed, Rick  

Given that the above persons do not seem to take 
criticism well, I feel that it is in the best interest of 
all to be a little more introspective and sensitive in 
my reporting on their character - or a little less.  
Therefore, I shall take more time to properly repre-
sent them.  Please do not infer from this departure 
that they are lacking.  Also please refrain from any 
sly grins, verbal “good lucks” or mention the sweat 
around their collars when you meet them.  In fact,  
άǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳέ would seem to be a proper 
greeting for a member of the B&G7.   
 

THEY-SPEND-YOUR-MONEY: 

They managed to spend $11,735 from January 1st 
thru March 31st, 2011:  

Snow removal due to leaky roof sections & diver-
sion of office leaks  

Dishwasher repairs  

Coffee machine repairs  

Main floor bathroom exhaust fan replacements  

Furnace room air flow investigation  

Replacement of dishwasher booster heater  

Sanctuary furnace fan motor repairs & replacement 

Entrance door repairs  

Other misc repairs  

I know it’s a dirty job, but they are “taking one for the 
team”.  
 

As you should have noticed in the April 17th church bul-
letin - “Share the effort” (Third Tuesdays) was an-
nounced.  Please give some thought to when you can 
contribute some time to this need.  Sorry, “coatroom 
duty” was already spoken for, but “water fountain as-
sistant” might still be available.  Some denominations 
play Bingo, but the B&G7 were thinking they could sell 
guesses for $1 each on when the next AC unit will fail.  
 

6 feet deep and risin,  

     Willie and I are “on the road again”    

 

 

“Third Tuesdays” Work Nite in July is cancelled!  

But the fun doesn’t stop … it’s just de-
layed!  ISLA moves out the last week of 
July, and we need a lot of cleaning and 
painting completed in August to get ready 
for our church fall programming.  Put 
BOTH of these dates on your calendars, to 

give us that extra “push” to get a lot of tasks done!   

Tuesday, August 9th     5:00 - 8:00 pm  

Tuesday, August 30th     5:00 - 8:00 pm  
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 Ministry Opportunities 

Unidos en Cristo - Small Steps  

Do you believe that God’s simple requests are of-

ten stepping stones to His greatest blessings?  

 

If you could ask that question of Peter, his anwer 

would be an astounding YES!  In Luke, Jesus asked 

Peter to take Him out in his boat after he returned 

from a full night’s work of trying to catch fish.  

Tired and probably exhausted, Peter could have 

said no.  But by taking this small step, Peter re-

ceived a blessing from the greatest teacher on 

earth and began a life-changing adventure as His 

apostle.   

 

Many who have attended Unidos en Cristo week-

ends listened to God’s nudging and suggestion to 

go.  Did they meet the Lord there? Absolutely!  

Were their lives enriched and changed?  Definitely!  

 

 

 

 

 

There are two opportunities for blessing this sum-

mer :  

 

Men’s Weekend 

     July 7-10, 2011   

     Peace Reformed Church, Eagan, MN  

Women’s Weekend  

     July 14-17, 2011   

     Peace Reformed Church, Eagan, MN  

… and …  

Men’s Weekend 

     August 11-14, 2011   

     Grace UMC, Fergus Falls, MN  

Women’s Weekend  

     August 18-21, 2011   

     Grace UMC, Fergus Falls, MN  

 

The weekends are Thursday evenings through Sun-

day evenings.  Please pray to ascertain if the Lord is 

preparing you to take this small step - do not miss 

the boat!  Sponsors and transportation are availa-

ble.  To attend, contact Pastor Buck or Rick Pavelka 

at 952.939.0304 



 

 Family Ministries  
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Parent Night Out / Saturday Morning Out 

Coming the Fall!  Need a night or morning out 

without the kids?  Here’s your opportunity to go 

out or stay in.  Parents Night Out or Saturday 

Morning Out happens once monthly on one Fri-

day or one Saturday of the month.  This is open 

for parents with children 6 months of age up to 

fourth grade.  The morning or evening will include 

activities that are geared to each age group, such 

as craft, story time, free play, gym and /or park 

time along with games.   

 

Time:  Fridays 5:30 - 9:00 pm or Saturday 10:00      

am - 2:00 pm   
 

Friday dates:  September 30, November 11, Janu-

ary 13, March 9, May 11  

 

Saturday dates:  October 15, December 10, Feb-

ruary 11, April 14  

 

Web site: Check out our church web site for regis-

tration forms and more information.  

 

Questions or to sign up:  Please email or call 

Kathy at 952.935.4481 x14 or 

kathy@faithpres.org 

Parents Morning Out  

PMO is a strong program bridging childcare and 

preschool for children - this is open to the com-

munity.  Our program is for 6 months thru 5 years 

old.  (Please note we except children that are in 

afternoon Kindergarten).  Our program offers mu-

sic, gym, crafts, snack, Christian Themes and story 

time.  Even our infant/toddler classes enjoy music 

and gym!  PMO is staffed with loving adults who 

enjoy teaching and interacting with children.   

 

Openings now for our  

Fall 2001 - 2012 school year!  

 

Who:  Children 6 months - 5 years (by Sept. 1)  

 

When:  Wednesday Mornings, 9:15 am - 12:15 pm 

 

Extended Stay:  Lunch Bunch until 2:00 pm  

 

Where:   Faith Presbyterian Church  

  12007 Excelsior Blvd.  

   (just west of Shady Oak Rd) 

  Minnetonka, MN  55343 

 

Fee:  $65 / month - 6 months old - 2 yrs. Classes 

 $60 / month - 2-3 yrs. Classes  

 $55 / month - 3-5 yrs. Classes   
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 Events & Announcements   

Sunday Transportation for Seniors 

The Deacons organize rides for seniors to Faith 

Church and back home.  We are gathering a list of 

people who can drive and of seniors who need rides.  

We are hoping to have enough drivers so that they 

are used once every 6 to 8 weeks.   

 

If you are a senior who needs a ride to Faith or if you 

would like to be an occasional volunteer driver, call 

Linda Blakesley at 952.239.8051 or the church office 

at 952.935.4481 

 

Loaves & Fishes 

Do not let summer activities keep you away from 

serving at Loaves & Fishes on Monday, August 22.  

Plan to include this date on your summer calendar 

now!  

Help keep Loaves & Fishes going at FULL SPEED!  We 

need 2 or 3 coordinators to help direct the volun-

teers at Holy Rosary Church.  The commitment is six 

Monday evenings a year; no previous experience is 

necessary; on the job training and rewarding bene-

fits.  Questions : Jean Bloden  952.933.1550  

 

Plant Sale Thanks!   

Thanks to everyone who bought plants for the stu-

dent ministries to support the summer mission trip.  

Think about us whenever your plants bloom!    

Calling all Woodworkers or Cabinet 

Makers!  

If your talent is working with wood, we have a great 

volunteer opportunity for you!  Your Faith Commu-

nications Committee is looking for one or several 

woodworkers to make a display case.  The purpose 

of this case is to have a more appealing and func-

tional way to display the current officers serving on 

Session and Deacons.  This 2-door display case will 

be mounted on the prominent north wall in the Atri-

um (before going toward the kitchen).  The Commu-

nications Committee will pay for supplies, if you will 

volunteer your time.  If you are interested in helping, 

please contact Rhonda Amon in the church office.   

 

Fall Women’s Event  

Women’s Ministry has a special event in the works 

for October 2011.  Please watch the Sunday bulletin 

later this summer for more information!   

 

Cemetery Visitations  

Cemetery hours are 7:00 am to sunset.  Plants and 

flowers must be in pots in above-ground stands.  

Summer flowers may be enjoyed May 1 - October 

15.  
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 Missions ~ Beyond Us  

C O M M U N I T Y  D A Y S  O F  S ER V I C E 

Uniting Hopkins & 

Minnetonka Faith  

communities by serving our 

community together 

Thank you to all 158 Faith members who served during our Community Days 
of Service on May 21 and 22. We had the largest participation of any of the 
other 14 congregations that served Minnetonka, Hopkins, and St Louis Park. 
We served in 32 different venues and had people from all over the metro area 
involved.  It was a great next step in evolution of this event.  We are already 
planning for next year on the weekend before Memorial day, May 19 and 20, 
2012. Mark your calendars! 

Daily Bags 

Living in Loring Park, I see “street people” daily.  

They may not all be homeless; some may be drug 

addicts, alcoholics, unemployed, pan handlers, or 

down on their luck.  Why they are on the corner 

of the street or sitting in an alley I may never 

know.  But what I do know is that Jesus calls his 

people to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit 

the prisoner and essentially be in solidarity with 

the oppressed and neglected.  With this in mind I 

talked to Billy Slack about starting a project to 

make bags to give to these “street people” that 

try to meet some of their immediate needs.  Cur-

rently we are filling the bags with socks, granola 

bars, water, and Advil.  We hope to apply dona-

tions to an actual service that we can do daily.  If 

anyone wants to donate anything to this project 

or be involved to any extent please email me at 

pavroy@bethel.edu   

God bless,     

Royce Pavelka  

Dinner at your Door has summer 

hours!  

If you have a change in schedule and can drive 

during the summer, we can use you!   Call a 

friend and spend the time together!  It is a great 

modeling for the school-age children to have 

them see their parents do service to the commu-

nity.  

 

Faith Church provides drivers for the third 

Wednesday and Thursday of the month.  Please 

call if you would like to help out!  Cheryl Mahin  

952.935.7104 or clmahin@msn.com  
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 Family Ministries  

Nashville Senior High Mission Trip  

A passage that has always blown me away is John 14:12 which states: 

“Very truly I tell you, all who have faith in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 

things than these, because I am going to the Father.”  

This is Jesus speaking to the disciples reassuring them that everything will be ok, actually better, when he is 

joined with the Father again in Heaven. Just a few verses later, Jesus tells the disciples that the Father will be 

sending the Holy Spirit to them. As I read this chapter of John, this verse always stood out to me as Jesus is say-

ing we are to be doing the same things as Him and then continues on to say we will do greater things than the 

incarnate God! This week in Nashville, Tennessee I got to see a glimpse of what that might look like. There is no 

doubt that the Holy Spirit was moving and at work both in the people of Nashville as well as in the hearts of the 

students going.  

We arrived Friday, June 24th in Nashville. That first night we served at a ministry called Room in the Inn. We were 

scheduled to have a game night where we would play simple board games with residents who were going 

through various programs. I figured that would be something easy to start the week off. Little did I know that the 

Holy Spirit was far ahead of me.  

There was a man who was planning on leaving the program and, as he put it, “about to do something bad”. But 

he saw a group of teenagers walking around the facility and heard they were there to play games with the resi-

dents. So he decided to stay in the program and came up to play a game of dominoes. Because of the simple act 

of playing a board game, the Holy Spirit was able to change the heart of a man and that was just the first night!  

There are many more stories like this one. Make sure you talk to those members who took part in the mission 

trip: Jenny Banyard, Marshall Bergner, Renae Eddy, Evan Hurell, Mackenzie Lindquist, Kayla Lindquist, Zach Mat-

son, Amber Portillo, Kellie Rickabaugh, Ricky Slack. And leaders: Jimmy Barnett, Cristina Earley and Bill Slack  



 

 Family Ministries  

10 

It's A Wrap!  
Vacation Bible School wrapped up on June 17 after a wonderful week 
of learning that God is Wild About Us! Using Psalm 139 as the scrip-
tural basis, kids learned that God Made Us, Listens to Us, Watches 
Over Us, Loves Us No Matter What and Gives Us Good Gifts -
using friendly Bible Buddies to help remember the daily point. Forty-
two kids adorned in panda "get-up" filled the halls and classrooms 
here at Faith while meeting new friends, singing great songs and eat-
ing tasty treats, among other things. Thanks to the more than 35 vol-
unteers, the week was a huge success. Kids, teenagers and parents 
alike, went home knowing that they are special and that God loves 
them. Thank you to the many people that helped behind the scenes 
by donating supplies, decorations, and money. And thank you to the 
people who prayed for us that week. We certainly felt God taking care of us! Plan on joining us 
next year when our theme will be SKY...Everything is Possible with God! 

Summer Morning Out!  

Summer Morning Out  has been having a blast!  

35—45 children come each Wednesday to visit 

our church during the months of June—August. 

Last weeks SMO kids went outside to play water 

games. Many of our activities this summer in-

clude making new friends, crafts, science pro-

jects, water activities, games, music and gym.  

If you have children or grandchildren in the age 

range of 6 months old—4th graders we would 

love to have them come play with us. 

Time: 9:30 am – 1:30 pm (4 Hours)  

Dates: All Wednesday through  August 10 

Cost:  $20. 

Ages: 6 months old (by June 1, 2011) – 4th grade 

 

 

 

How to sign up: Registration forms are on-line at  

our church web site at www.faithpres.org   Please 

pass this e-mail along to your friends – and neigh-

bors. Contact Kathy TerSteeg at 952.935.4481 

Ext. 14. Thank you. 

 

 Second Halfers & Senior Ministry   
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Second Halfers - Launching Summer! 

Many thanks to Annette Greer and Carolyn Larsen 

for coordinating the fun train trip in Wisconsin and 

for planning our annual potluck picnic in June.   

 

We will now take a break until the fall overnight trip 

“up north” in early September, that includes sights 

in and around Ely and the North Shore!  Dan and 

Sharon Hansen of R&J Tours will again be our travel 

hosts.  Watch the Sunday bulletin for more infor-

mation & updates.  Registration deadline (with de-

posit) is July 25.  Contact Bob or Carol Holzinger for 

additional details.   

 

The 2011 Second Halfers Planning Council : Annette 

Greer and Carolyn Larsen (Co-Chairs), Mardell Sluka 

and Marsha Muir (Vice-Chairs), Betty Swanson 

(Treasurer), Bob and Carol Holzinger (Membership), 

Barb Barth, and Glenn and Shirley Baillie (at-large).  

Sue Larson provides communications support.   

 

All who self-declare as being in the second half of 

life are welcome to join the fun - there is NO age re-

striction!  

Seniors of Faith News  

First, we would like to thank our Deacons for the 

beautiful reception and flowers for Senior Adult Sun-

day on May 1.  It was a lovely event and we enjoyed 

it!  

 

At our May 13th Senior Breakfast, we were thrilled 

to honor nearly 30 members & friends who have 

reached at least 90 years old, 12 of whom were able 

to be our guests for a very special morning.  The fes-

tivities included a wonderful meal, beautiful music 

by Pat Wischnewski and communion with Pastor 

Buck.   

 

We would like to express our grateful thanks to Deb 

Kelly and her mother Carol for the delicious break-

fasts each month, as well as to these faithful serv-

ants of God who helped in the kitchen : Jan Dale, Pat 

Carlson, Karen St. Marie, Roxie Carlson, Jennifer Fitz-

simmons, Carolyn Larsen, Carmen Moy, Charlotte 

Wilmot, Bev Nodine and Boyd Wasson.   

 

Finally, my thanks and gratitude to the Senior plan-

ning committee.  Annette Greer, Carolyn Larson and 

Donna Wiese help each month!  The Seniors also are 

grateful for all the support from our Faith staff.   

 

We are taking a break for the summer but our 

monthly breakfast and program will be back on Fri-

day, September 9.  Put this on your calendar!   

http://www.faithpres.org
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 Spiritual Gifts & Prayer  

Stephen Ministry is recruiting!  We are recruiting men and women for the 2011-2012 
Class of Stephen Ministers.  The classes begin after Labor Day.  They are held on Mon-
day evenings at Faith Church, from 7:00 to 9:30 pm and conclude in early spring.   
 

There is a list (on the Stephen Ministry Bulletin Board in the Narthex) of well over one 
hundred men and women of Faith who have taken this training.  Any one of them 
would be happy to tell you about the classes and about their experiences in this care 
giving ministry.  Two recently commissioned Stephen Ministers share the following 
comments:  

 

ά.ȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ L ŦƛƴŘ L ŀƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΩ ǘƻ 
others.  Through the training, I found out what it is like to be a good listener and a compassionate care 
ƎƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  
 

άL ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎŀǊŜ 
to those in need.  The training sessions were much more in depth than I had expected and emphasized 
that I totally need to trust God.  I believe I have acquired some new and practical skills to apply not only 
with a care receiver, but also in my day to day relationships.  The instructors answered questions with 
knowledge and a great deal of insight.  After going through training, I feel a very special bond with my 
ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊǎΦέ  
 

We are all excited and eager to encourage others to have this wonderful opportunity.  Please call Cathy 
Stoutenburgh, 952.933.2461 for information and an application.   
 

Loving, patient, prayerful, faithful, confidential Christ Care is available to everyone!  Contact Linda Elliott 
(952.938.4791) or Craig Gustafson (952.933.1844) to arrange for such help.   

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y  N E WS  
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 Prayer & Praise  

         A Puritan Prayer  
 
This prayer of Richard Baxter 
from 1660 is still timely today:   
Eternal, Almighty and most gra-
cious God: heaven is Your 

throne, and earth is Your footstool; holy and reverend is 
Your name; You are praised by the angels of heaven and 
in the gathering of Your church on earth.  Despite our 
unworthiness, You have invited us through our Media-
tor, Jesus Christ, to present ourselves and our prayers 
to You.  Receive us graciously.  Help us by Your Spirit.  
Let us stand in awe of You.  Put Your law into our heart 
and write it on our minds.  Let Your word come to us in 
power and help us receive it in love with attentive, rev-
erent and teachable minds.  Through Your word, allow 
us to taste the flavor of eternal life.  Make us fervent in 
prayer and joyful in praise.  Help us serve You this day 
without distraction, that we may find that a day in Your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere, and that it 
is good for us to come near to God; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Amen.   
 
To join the Faith Church Prayer Chain, contact Carol at 
shanh@mac.com or 952.545.4303 

 

    PRAISES and  

GOOD HAPPENINGS! 
 

Praise God for the birth of Claire Eliza-
beth, daughter of Ryan and Cathy Pavel-
ka, born at 4:39 am on Wednesday, 
April 20th.  Claire was 8 lbs, 8 oz, & 21 
inches long.  Claire was baptized at 
Faith on May 29th.  We’re enjoying hav-
ing the newest member of our family 
home.  Jake is learning to be a great big 
brother!  
 

Joy at  the Elliotts as their nephew, Gor-
don Sloan, returned from Afghanistan, 
and is almost finished with 4 years in 
the Marine Corp.   
 

Praise for David Bauer as he is done 
with Chemotherapy.   
 

Blessings for Liam and parents Billy & 
Kelsey Slack, as Liam was dedicated on 
June 12th.   

 

 

 

 

 


